DATING THE SUBURBS OF FAIRFIELD

WAKELEY

A relatively new suburb, Wakeley was officially established in 1979. The area had
previously been sparse farmland and was part of an extensive suburban development
project which began in the late 1970s. The area was named after the Wakeley family, who
had a historical presence in the area. It was especially inspired by Daniel Wakeley, a young
man who arrived in Australia in 1870. He fought during World War I, and his name can be
found on the Embarkation and Honour roll at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.
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BONNYRIGG

Bonnyrigg was officially established as a suburb in 1979.% The newly released area was the
site of an extensive housing commission development in response to growing immigrant
populations. Commercial enterprise and housing rapidly advanced in the 1980s. Soon after
it’'s establishment, a shopping centre was built and local community organisations
prospered. However, the name Bonnyrigg originates from the early nineteenth century,
when the area’s beautiful undulating hills caught the eye of settlers. The name has Scottish
origins: “bonny” meaning pretty and “rigg” meaning ‘land elevation’.®> Bonnyrigg was a part
of an Orphan School grant, which was given by Governor King in 1803 to support much
needed orphan initiatives. The area eventually became the site of the Male Orphan School,
which ran from 1821 to 1835.* The original Male Orphan School homestead, built in 1826,
still stands today, although it has now blended in with residential surroundings.’
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“Bonnyrigg: It's All go in New Suburb”, Fairfield Advance February 25 1981, p. 4.

2 Stephen Gapps, Cabrogal to Fairfield City: A History of Multicultural Community (Fairfield:
Fairfield City Council, 2010), p. 394.

3 Vance George, Fairfield: A History of the District, 2" edition (Fairfield: The Council of the
City of Fairfield, 1991), p. 118.

4 George, p. 102-112.

> George, p. 139.



HORSLEY PARK

Horsley Park was part of a large grant, called the “King’s Gift”, awarded to Colonel George
Johnston in 1804. However, he himself never lived on this property. instead, it was inherited
by his daughter, Blanche. She married George Weston, who named the property “Horsley
Park” after his birthplace “West Horsley Manor” in Surrey, England. He began construction
on the “Horsley Homestead” in 1832, and lived there until his death in 1856.° A small village
did surround the homestead but Horsley Park only started to develop into a more modern
area in the 1930s. However, the suburb’s beginnings are usually associated with its pioneer
owners, the Westons (1832). When postcodes were established in the Fairfield region in
1967, Horsley park was on the list, which suggests its recognition as a suburb came earlier,
despite its semi-rural topography. Local festivals still celebrate 1832 as the beginnings of the

suburb.

Post coding in District”, The Biz, June 15, 1967, p.1.

Post coding
in district |

The PMG has released a new letter sorting
ystem, under the name Postcode, which will
ome into operation this year,

Special numbershave been designated for all suburbs
I the Falrfield district,

I'he numbers, or codes, are used after the address on
ters, parcels, packages and newspapers.

Mstrict codes are Fairfield 2165, Cahramatta,
inley Helghts, Canley Vale, Edensor Park, Lansvale,
. John's Park, all 2166, Carramar 2163, and Smith-
Cld 2'6‘-

Outer district areas’ codes are Bonnyrigg, Cecil
ark and Hoxton Park 2171, Bossley Park, Horsley,
‘othérill Park and Wallgrove 2164,

Villawood is 2163, Bass Hill 2197, Georges Hall
B, Green Valley 2168, Yennora 2161, and Chipping
wrton, Liverpool, Mount Pritchard and Warwick Farm
|

A PMG spokesman said use of the postcodes was not
umpulsary.

“We are trying to encourage people touse them, and
ince the release of the 1967 phone book, we have had
510 telephone enquiries.

““The postcost system is.allled with the electronic
orting machines at Redfern mail exchange,”” he said,
"The numbers will speed up sorting snd consequent-

To add to the 151st
anniversary revels,
Horlsey - Homestead,
built last century, will be
open to the public for
the day and will be the
venue for afternoon tea
at 3pm.

Festivities begin at
9.30am with a tree
planting _ceremony - at
forsley Park Park.

Special guests will in-
clude the Minister for
Education, Mr Ron
Mulock, the State Mem-
ber for Fairfield, Mrs
Janice Crosio, and Fair-
field mayor, Alderman
Brian Wunsch

Horsley Park resi-
dents, past and present,
are invited to “lay down
their roots™ by planting
a tree

Specially prepared
name plaques to adorn
the trees can be made
for $10 by arrangement
with the Horsley Park
Showground Com
mittee

There will be a barbe
cue lunch in the park
between 11.3tam  and
midday

Anniversary  celebra
tons will be officially
opened m the ‘Horsley
Homestead grounds at
1.30pm tollowed by
afternoon tea at 3pm

The Horsley Park
Bush Fire Brigade will
hold a willage dance in
the Horsley Park Hall at
L 7.30pm.

. speed up the delivery of all mail*,

Celebrations at
Horsley Park

Horsley Park residents will celebrate 151 years: of
history with day-long festivities on Saturday, November
27.

bring their familics and join in the fun.

People are invited to  along in_period dress

Py & ERTE O
Meet Tiger, our affectionate Fairfield Dog of
the Week %

Tiger is @ one and @ half-yeor-old Afghan
dog, and he has a long black and white coat and
long floppy ears

“Me nas Deen In e pouna T1Of GDOUT TWO
weeks now and is desperately looking for a new
home .

If there is room for Tiger in your home, visit
the pound on the comer of 7th ond 30th
Avenues, Austral, or phone 606 0580.

“Celebrations at Horsley Park”, Fairfield
Champion, November 7, 1982, p.6.

6 George, p. 142-143.



ST JOHN’S PARK

According to the Geographical Names Board of NSW, St John’s Park was officially assigned
as a suburb in 1991.” However, the history of St John’s Park goes back as far as the mid-
nineteenth century. As such, the Name Board’s date does not take into consideration earlier
developments. Although it did not become a modern ‘suburb’ until the 1970s it did have a
small settlement as early as the 1870s. Land subdivision began in the early 1880s and
continued to encourage local settlement. By the end of the nineteenth century, it had
become a lively little village and by 1930, St Johns Park developed a local identity, as seen
through local clubs and thriving small businesses.® A post office was established in 1888,
considerably earlier than many other Fairfield suburbs. It also had its own Progress
Association and the first school opened in 1891.° Given the lack of sources which confirm
the suburb’s “official” proclamation, the year 1888, with the establishment of the post-
office and subsequent school, soundly suggests St John’s Park establishment as a developed

area.

St. John’s Park.
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’ Geographic Names Board of NSW, accessed November 10, 2014,
http://www.gnb.nsw.gov.au/place_naming/placename_search/extract?id=TRjLZxZTMa.

8 Gapps, p. 306.

? Vicki Movizio, A Journey in Time: a history of St John’s Park and it People (Fairfield: Fairfield

City Council, 2015).



“St John’s Park”, 1880-1889, Digital Collections Maps, National Library of Australia,
http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/cdview/?pi=nla.map-Ifsp428-s2-v

Land subdivisions increased during the early 1880s, bringing people, particularly
farmers, and small businesses to the area.



YENNORA

The word “Yennora” has Aboriginal origins, meaning “to stroll”. Yennora was officially
established in 1927. A railway station was built in that year and named Yennora. The
surrounding area, otherwise loosely known as “Orchardleigh”, took on the official name of
Yennora. Railway development consequently brought settlement to the area. By 1929, the
area was well established as a township. However, thee area’s history is extensive and the
founder of the area is considered to be Henry Whitaker, who expanded his property,
Orchardleigh Estate, over present-day Yennora, in 1843." Land subdivisions continued into
the early twentieth century, bringing settlement to the area. However, it remained largely
agricultural up until the end of World War Il. The area developed rapidly in the 1970s, both
in housing and industry, when extensive housing development began in much of Fairfield.**
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The Fairfield Municipal Councyl recently pro-
tested to the Rallway Commissiouers against
the new rallway station to be conatructed be-
tween OGulldford and Fairflel® belag called
Yarrawonga, apa asked that (t be called
Orchardlsigh, which bad been the name of por-
tios of ths wsurrounding district for many
years,

At the latest meeting of the cousel] the Com-
missioners wrote stating that It bad been de-
coided to call the new station Yenpora.

The oouocll derided to protest again, and to
ssk the Commissioners Lo defer A declasion on
the matter until they had heard further repre-
sentations from the council.

YENNORA STATION.
it

The Railway Department siatea ihat the
new Yennora Biation, helween OulM!nrd nnd
Falrfeld, will be opened on Supduy, November
4,

10 George, p. 83.
1 Gapps, p. 393.

There were protests surrounding the
name Yennora. Many residents wanted
the Station (and area) to be named after
the original Orchardleigh Estate.

“Railway Station’s Name”, Sydney
Morning Herald, 14 May 1927, p.19.

“Yennora Station”, Sydney Morning
Herald, 26 October 1927, p. 17.
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the lots generally 50ft. in frontage

“Yennora’s Cycle Club”, The Biz, 7 June
1929, p. 1.

By early 1929, the area surrounding the
station had taken on the name Yennora.
This local Club demonstrates that Yennora
had become a part of local identity.

—

Yennora Subdivision

— e i,

QUESTION OF FRONTAGES.

The works ovorseer of Holroyil
Council submitted to the aldermen
the following report in connection
with the Yennora sub-division:

“l have examined the plan of pro-
posed subdivision of part of Sec. J.
Whittaker's Estate, Fairfield, and
shown on the plan as Yennorn No. |
Subdivision, and find that there are
ubout 40 lots  with 201t frontage,
and about 150 lots with frontag. s
from 40 to 45 feet, also a few with
frontages from 30ft, upwards,  This
sulidivision i on the western side o
Fowler Road. The eastern side of
Fowler Road to Byron Roud has been
subdivided by Mr MeCredie into
lots  hayving H0ft,  frontuge, and n
number of lots provided near the sta.
tion with 20ft.  frontages, suitable
for the ervection of two storey build-
ings, 7

‘If council anproves of this plan
of part of section J, it will lower the
standard already fixed for this dis
trict hy McCrodie’s subdivision, and
it would no doubt result in the reo
destgning of McCrediea' subdivision
on the same lines. 1 think McCred-
je’'s lots arve small enough for this
distriet, It will be 10 to 15 yenrs
before modern drainnge is provided
in this locality, and a generous area
of land ghould be provided to mini.
mise the disabilities of suburban
residence; even 6861t lots would not
be extreme. I would recommend
that the subdividor be asked to make

“Yennora Subdivision”, The Biz, 23 February 1929,
p. 1.

Soon after the railway, land subdivisions ensued,
making way for residential and commercial
development. Also see “Yennora Subdivision
Plans”, State Library of NSW,
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/content_lists



VILLAWOOD
Villawood, like Yennora, was established after a railway station was built in 1924. Prior to

the railway, the area had been bushland but development rather quickly after
transportation became more effective. The name “Villawood” has a rather quirky origin.
When the station was being developed, the original name given was Woodville, named after
the local Woodville Road.'® However, when the station was opened, the same name was
found to belong to an area in Newcastle, which created postal confusions. The two syllables
of “Woodville” were swapped to create Villawood in order to stay true to the original
inspiration.”* Land subdivisions, commercial and residential development began almost
immediately after the railway’s opening and the area took on the name Villawood.
However, the suburb did remain relatively small up until the end of World War Il, when it
became a part of the housing boom and an important thoroughfare for newly-arrived
immigrants.14 ]
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fairly dull period. Numerous selections
however, were made, and consisted o

Estaw home building. lots, farmlets, mountai
| blocks, and seaside sites, On the pre
HOUTH FAIRPIELLY, ceding Saturday an auction sale was helt
Only fftwen milns from Sydney, at Corrimal, and ocean beach frontages
wear Villawood and South Paire with interjor lots commanded much at-
finlit tention, and was attended with good re-
HPECIAL PRIVATE SALE, sults. The d¢mand for building blocks
EAJUIDAY NIEXT, Decemhor 8, at Bankstown was firm, and several con-
wt 1 pom, tracts were completed. Other districts
Only elght minutes from the supplying home allotments were Merry-
slutiopa 0f Nouth Falefield and lands, Roscville, Toongabble, Blacktown,
Vil wood, and Ryde. In the farmlet section, Can-
Don't bHuy eluewhere until yom ley Vale, Wyong, and Bankstown sup-
have onr priess. plied the necessa reguirements, In-
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2 Nothing in the district to egual cluded in the week’'s sales were a num-

B Vilawood for valua ber of bungalow sites close to the station
) TITLE, TORRENS at Warrimoo.

5 Termm: 1 am?.n, and 107 On Saturday next, the 6th prox., the

| m';.ntlfv for ench £25 of purchase Villawood Estate, between Regents Park

|3 maniey, and Cabramatta, consisting of residential
G A |sites, will be offeredd by special sale.

Subdivision and development began
soon after the opening of the railway

“Real Estate: Activities of the Firm”, The
Sunday Times, 30 November, 1924, p.
12.

“Villawood Estate”, Truth, 30 November
1924, p. 16.

12 George, p. 89.

13 Frances Pollon, The Book of Sydney Suburbs (North Ryde: Angus and Robertson, 1991), p.
260.

14 Gapps, p. 383.



CARRAMAR

Carramar officially became a suburb in 1926. In light of Yennora and Villawood, Carramar
was born of the new railway lines developed in 1924. Although originally called “South
Fairfield”, it was changed to Carramar- Aboriginal for “shade of trees”.”® It prompted many

of the old farming lots and estates to be subdivided, giving way to residential
development.’® However, the areas history goes further back. One individual connected
with Carramar is Captain John Horsley, who purchased land in the area some time between
1817 and 1820, building his prominent Mark Lodge Estate.” The area was eventually
subdivided into small farm allotments in the early 1880s. Carramar’s inaugural post office
opened in 1927 and by the early 1930s, the suburb had a general store and school.
However, the area, like Villawood, remained relatively small up until the end of World War
II, which saw a boom in immigration and Housing Commission construction.®

Tha Couneil has vigorously pro-
claimed its desire for the removal of
the railway trucking yurds from the
main street of the fown, but so far
without the success hoped for. The
agitation by the/ Council for the
change of name of the South Fairfiell
rallway station rosulted in the com-
missioners substituting the name of
Carramar, ‘ The long-drawm-out
wrangle with the firm of Teesdale
Smith Limited over the delivery of
spoil from the railway construction
works wnd brought to a conclusion,
the other pide consenting to a com-
promise, wherein  was reflected the
ahility of Council
matter in dispute.

MAIN

to handle the

ROADS

“Municipality of Fairfield: Mayor’s Minutes”, The Biz, 24

j November, 1928, p. 8.

Changing “South Fairfield” to “Carramar”

Meaning of Carramar (Carramara is a variation)

“Carramara: ‘Shade of Trees’”, The Cumberland Argus

and Fruitgrowers Advocate, 28 May 1926, p. 13.

13 George, p. 89.
16 Gapps, p. 280.
v Gapps, p. 107.
18 George, p. 181.

Carramara

*

“"Shade ol Trees"”
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Carramar established its first
Progress Association in 1927,
which sort to make local
improvements improvements,
particularly in areas of
electricity, water works,
schooling, etc.

The
ramar

v Taenday
vear'a work,

“Annual Meeting: Carramar
Progress Association”, The M
Cumberland Argus and
Fruitgrowers Advocate, 9 June
1929, p. 16.
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Properties up for sale in Carramar soon after its
proclamation, encouraging both residential and
commercial development

“Real Estate Auction Sales”, Sydney Morning
Herald, 25 May 1927, p. 23.
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OLD GUILDFORD

The date of establishment of Old Guildford is hazy because it has two distinct historical
stages. In its early life, the suburb was named Guildford, but it was later changed to Old
Guildford when the railway station was built north of the settlement. The commercial
centre shifted, thus creating the newer and bigger Guildford.'® Nevertheless, settlement at
Old Guildford is considered to have began when a Lieutenant Samuel North was granted
land in the area in 1837. The name Guildford, given by North, was inspired by the English
Earl of Guildford, a title originating back from the seventeenth century, whom North was
distantly related to.?° A small township ensued, although when exactly this happened is
unclear. The little village established by the late 1860s. A school was established in 1860 and
in 1867, the town acquired a post office.?! The township took on the name of Old Guildford
around 1876, when the settlement surrounding the newly installed Guildford railway station
outgrew the older township. Often sources are vague when it comes to Old Guildford,
because it is unclear which Guildford is being referred to. This suburb is certainly a great
opportunity for future research.

Gulidford.

The sign at Old Guildford Post office,
the lettering of which was almost tolally
obliterated by wind and weather (and age),
has been replaced with a new one.

“Guildford”, The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers
Advocate, 26 November 1898.

By the turn of the century, the name “Old Guildford”
had been well established.

9 pollon, p. 117.
20 George, p. 85.
21 George, p. 93.
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WETHERILL PARK

Wetherill Park, like many of the older suburbs, is a challenging case when trying to pin down
the official date of establishment. The suburb was named after John Wetherill, who owned
an estate in the area. He donated some of his land for public use in the early 1890s, and the
area was consequently named Wetherill Park.?? Close analysis of newspaper articles and
Council records suggest that Wetherill Park became an official township in the early 1890s.
Although land subdivisions began in 1881, it wasn’t until the 1893 that any sign of an
“official” township developed. This can particularly be seen through the inclusion of
Wetherill Park in the electoral roll in 1893. It is also listed as being a key polling location for
voters. Discussions also began in 1893 about building a school in Wetherill Park, as
proposed to the “Department of Public Instruction”, which did eventuate in 1897. The
Wetherill Park Cricket Club was established in 1896, which suggest that the town was, by
then, well established and a key part of local identity. The Wetherill Park Reserve, donated
by John Wetherill, was also placed under the jurisdiction of the Fairfield Council in 1893.%®

Wetherill Park,
Dopartment of Fablio Tusteactjon,
Syducy, 12th May, 1805,
Leenlemen =1 win directed 1o noeurint you
that tho Minister of Public Instruction has bad
under notios the foraal npplication, Jdated 2is
April, for the entablishment of a public school st
Wetherill Park, noar Smithfiold, together with
kroport upon tho merirs of the euse, Huviog
carcfully cousiderod all the ¢iroumstances, the

ICHARDRON and WRENCH have recelved {nstraos
tions to sell by puhlic auetion, on the Ground, on
SATURDAY, 5th MARCII,
at 3 o'clock,
WETHERILL PARK,
SMITHFIELD,
800 ACRER TO CHOOSE FROM,

stbdivided as follows :—

SECTION A.—ELEVEN BLOCKS of Land, aress frem 5}
acres to R} ucreas,

SECTION B.—~TWENTY-TWO BLOCKS of Land, sress
from 5 acres to 6 aores.

——b
SECTION C.—Nineteen Lots of Land, aress fsom4 asres
rood 20 percles to § acres,

BECTION D.—Fight Lots, areas 5 agres each,
SPCTION E.—SIX LOTS of land, areas 5} seves cash

SECTION F.—TWO LOTS of land, areas 3 astes an'
aores 3 roods 20 perches,

BECTION G.—TWELVE (UTS OF LAND, sreso £,
seres to 3 acred.

SECTION H.—TWELVE LOTS of land, avess O & 3
each,

SEQTION L—TEN LOTS of land, areas from 4 sores f0 &
acres.

SECTION K.—Ten lots, areas from 4§ seres t0 § semen.
BECTION L.—Twelve lota, arcas § acres each.

—
SECTION M.—Twelve lots, areas from 3} acres to § ssves,

—— wmresrmTE W RMEE ® WA AW flaha Beaah el e oW SR

Land subdivisions began in the early 1880s.
“Richardson and Wrench”, Sydney Morning
Herald, 1 March 1818, p. 9.

Ministor cannot ace his way (o accede to W
sppliostion, iuusmuch ws it would appoar that
the children of schvol uge at Wetherill Pack
are within resch of the existing sohools st
P'ruspoot Reservoir aud Smithfield, and »an be
nceommodated at thoso schools, Mursover, be
In ol opioion that it would by o waste of pablio
funia Lo ereot another sehiool in the nsghbour-
howd ut the present timo.—I Lnvo, ebe, K
Jonxsos, Under Secretary.

“Wetherill Park”, The Cumberland Argus and
Fruitgrowers Advocate, 20 May 1893, p. 2

Application for a school at Wetherill Park was
made in 1893. Although initially rejected, a
school was eventually built in 1897.

22 See Municipality of Fairfield Council Minutes records for 1890-1893. A J. Wetherill is often

mentioned in regards to Wetherill Park.

2 Municipality of Fairfield Council Minutes Records, Wednesday 27 December, 1893.



of the poll was declared.
poogle were pressnt at the time,
|~ The

i Cranville, by DAII-PAST {, 8T WAI'N LUUT LGO Ioeusy
|

Rerveise OrriceER saii he had promised to

Betweeen 800 and 1000

declare the st 8 o’clock, but as he had now re-
odudm"::‘ko! hus returss from the 33 poliing
laces, hs would declare the result ai onoce.
Applause,
10 read zho return as | gpm_amﬂgt_lg_l_ cheers ;
Polling places, M'Credie. Nobbe. | Informal.
Acburn ., ov 135 89 [\
Dankestown oal 41 al 1
| n.‘lkb‘- m vel w 12 -
Blacktown,, vl 64 20 2
C.nhy v.l. el 8‘ 7 b1
Cullnﬁrd Eeast,, 35 3 —_
Castle Hills o 50 18 1
Cress Roads o 21 23 1
Dundes ., n] 54 28 1
' Du'.l o .. | 15 ‘2 Lt
Enfh1d West .. 7 1 —
r.lrbld e . 7 lo 2
Ge'ston ., . a2 18 2
Gladesville .. 790 52 1
Granville ., o 4% 2;‘3 g
Hawseabury River %
Homaewood o ] 3 -
Hornsby .. o 18 20 —
anh' Junction 11 27 —
?m"rpov.lm SR 84 &
‘i LR ~
| Minto 3 2 —
Parramntta o] b 82 1
Peunant Hills . 45 18 —
Proapect e 23 23 -
Rookwond . 158 116 [,
Rydalmere ool 43 7 1
Hyda . o 128 40 —
| Bwithield . L 83 a1 =
| Butherland s 29 32 2
i F an’r e o-l 2‘5 159 L
etherill Park ../ 22 5 —
indser Hoad .| 20 ] 1
) 217 | 192 | 40

Wetherill Park noted as a polling place for
the first time in 1893.

“Central Cumberland Election”, Sydney
Morning Herald, 8 May 1893, p. 3.

Woetherill Park,

Oricke’ Club.—A meeting was beld ot
Wetherfll Park recently, st which it was
decided to form & loeal oricked clus, The
pames of ln‘Mn.:uohtt were cnrolled and
officors slooted, Tt bas besn resclved to petition
the sldermin with a v ow 10 getliog four acres
of the Wotherill Fark recretion resrve
sleared for & oriokel ground, sed the club will
thereon lay & wickst.

“Wetherill Park: Cricket Club”, The Cumberland

Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, 19

September 1896, p. 8.
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GREE

NFIELD PARK

Greenfield Park was officially established as a suburb in 1979.%* The area was a part of St
Johns Park but became a separate suburb as a result of extensive residential and
commercial development in the area during the late 1970s (similar to Prairiewood and
Wakeley). It was named after a road which was a part of historic St Johns Park.?> A shopping
centre was established in 1982, bringing commercial and residential development to the

area.

187,

-

GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES BOARD. (7-10-7)

NEIGHBOURHOOD NAMES,

Advising that the Board has considered Council's submission and has
approved the names of Greenfield Park, Prairiewood and Wakeley to

be assigned to new neighbourhood names in accordance with the wishes
of Council., In accordance with the requirements, the names assigned
will be notified in the Government Gazette and advertised in local
newspapers allowing a period of one month for lodgement of objections
and requesting that the attached maps be displayed in the Council
Chambers for the period of one month from 22nd June, 1979 in order
to afford local residents the opportunity of perusing the suggested
boundaries.

Town Planner's Report - "The maps will be displayed as requested."

Municipality of Fairfield Council Minutes, 19t June, 1979, article 187.

The new suburbs of Greenfield Park, Prairiewood and Wakeley were officially “suburbs” in

1979.

24 Mu

nicipality of Fairfield Council Minutes, 19" June 1979, article 187.

2 George, p. 118.
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SMITHFIELD

Smithfield is one of the oldest suburbs of the Fairfield District. Smithfield was officially
proclaimed a district in 1888, when the Municipality of Smithfield and Fairfield was
established in December 1888. Elections and local politics were well underway soon after.
However, the establishment of Smithfield began much earlier. In Bailliere’s New South
Wales Gazetteer and Road Guide, written 1866, Smithfield is described as being an
“agricultural and fruit-growing district [...] being taken up by small farmers”. Most
particularly, “Smithfield has a post office, 2 stores, a church of England, and Baptist Chapel,
and National School [and] there are also 2 hotels”.?® Such descriptions suggest that

Smithfield was established much earlier than 1888.

In 1836, John Ryan Brenan bought the land that is now Smithfield. Brenan had an ambitious
plan to establish one of the biggest cattle markets in Sydney and also create an adjacent
settlement. He originally named the area Donnybrook, but changed it to Smithfield in
honour of the meat markets of London.?’ The Smithfield Markets were officially opened in
1841. Although the venture was not as successful as anticipated, a settlement did indeed
develop, soon becoming the township described in Bailliere’s guide. A provisional school
was built in 1843, which was later improved in 1850. A Baptist minister was appointed as
early as 1842.% Despite his unfulfilled venture, the layout of Smithfield today resembles the
subdivision plans created by Brenan back in 1838. Given the quick establishment of
Smithfield soon after Brenan’s influence, 1841 seems to be the year that Smithfield truly
began to establish itself as a town.

26 Robert P. Whitworth, Bailliere’s New South Wales Gazeteer and Road Guide (Sydney: F.F
Bailliere, 1866), p. 502.

2" pollon, p. 245.

28 George, p. 26.
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ROSPECTUS. —~PERIODICAL
FAIRS AND WEFEKLY MARKE!S TO
RE HELD ATSMITHFIELD MARKET, DON
NYBROOK.—=This may be deemed a novel mode
of introducing to natice a ted market.place ;
revertheless, it will be found, on perusal, to jurtify
such ou intreduction 1o public attention, and it is
eonfidently expected, if it meets the support it merits,
that it will prove what it professes to confer—a
public benefit !

The time has mow arrived, and necewity now
exisis in this colony, for the establisthment of peri-
odical fairs, snd regular weekly markews, for the
wle of live stock of all kinds ; also, a suitable
market-place for the wholeale of wool, cheese,
butter, and other produce | but more especially for
the sale of ive stock, apd that, too, at & convenient
distance from Bydoey, where they ran be accom
modated with scecure and commodious paddocks,
good water, and a sullici-ncy of feod, both natural
and artificial, as the oewrers may desire, uvotil a
suitable sale should be effected.

The public are therefore invited attestively to
consider the sdvantages proposed to he conferred on
the colony, by the establihment of such periodicsl
fairs and markets, and 1o lead their aid in earrying
out 30 devirable aa objret, by their countenance,
support, and patronsge, which is confidrntly ex-

‘ed from the universal approbation of the stock.

olders, and oihers, whose opinions Lave beeo taken
on the subject,

SMITHFIELD MARKET, DONNYBROOK.

Tt in proposed ender the above names o0 throw
open 1o the public a town, very beautfully ar
ranged, and most jndiciously laid nut with a market.
place, on guite @ wew and extensice srale !! bath ma
o intercal and external accommodation, suited 10
the peculiarities o' this ralony, where it is notorious
thet stock are of necessity drnven great distances to
lnri’:'. l‘l.n will In.‘n::.::u the selection of the
sive town & market place is emi.
nently suved for the purpose, both ss 1o locality

and cctant + and la fart wa athas adltwation wirhia

20d Two, on mﬁ.vw%
TO
Mechanics of the fellowing deseription se-

STONEMASONS WHEELWRIGHTS
BRICKLAYERS SAWYERS

HOUSE CARPENTERS SHOEMAKERS
BLACKSMITHS BRICKMAKERS
HORSE SHOERS AND
NAILERS HARNRSSMAKERS,

SMITHFIELD MARKET,
TOWN OF PROSPROT.
HE Proprietor, being desirous of meeting the
views, wishes, and wants of the public, who
have so generally manifested
of Periodical Fairs and Markets to held at

to afford every facility to the formation of &
large and flourishing town, the
immediate settlement of a of
the above useful mw.”ﬁ&i’gu“
free of charge, an allotment in township,
an advantage which bas never been afforded by
the founder of any of the numerous
in the Colony, on the following conditions t—
Notice is hereby given, that sn allotment
at the Township of will be given to a
certain number of mechanies of the above des-
cription, free of charge, who can produse testi-
monials of sober and industrious habits, upon
one condition only, namely, that of residing on
the allotment for at least twelve months from
the lst of January mext; and as a further
nwmeﬂuﬁd:naﬁuinmmm
in addi to the free grant of sn allotment
each, they will be , under the direction

also be allowed, free of charge, the r ¢

cow or one working bullock for the like period,

Every encouragement and support will also be
iven thew in procuriug employment, &e.

¢ Application to be made to Mr. C. E. Langley,

sarveyor, ot bis office, No. 8, George-street,

opposite the Commercial Baak. 5517

“Smithfield Market”, Sydney Morning
Herald, 18 November 1841.%°

Brenan published numerous advertisements in local

Opening of the Smithfield Markets. Notice
how settlement in the area is encouraged by
offering land incentives for tradespeople.

newspapers to advertise the Smithfield Markets.
Interestingly, the area was known as Smithfield,
Donnybrook, Chisolm’s Bush and Prospect.

Smithfield prevailed.

“Prospectus — Periodica

III

, The Australasian

Chronicle, 5 August 1841, p. 1.

29 Taken from Vance George, Fairfield: A History of the District, 2" edition (Sydney: The

Council of the City of Fairfield, 1991), p. 19.
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The plans for the township of Smithfield, as created by John Brenan in 1838.3° Remarkably,
the layout of present-day Smithfield follows these plans. One can walk down Brenan street
today!

39 Taken from Vance George, Fairfield: A History of the District, 2" edition (Sydney: The
Council of the City of Fairfield, 1991), p. 17. The original can be found at the Mitchell Library,
Sydney. Also visit Whitlam Library, Cabramatta, to access reproductions and similar maps.
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PRAIRIEWOOD

Prairiewood, located between Wetherill Park and Wakeley, was officially instated as a
suburb in 1979.3! Originally a part of Bossley Park, the area was subdivided and developed
as “Prairiewood Park Estate” in the early 1900s. The earliest use of the name Prairiewood is
1911. It is believed that is was named after adjacent roads.>> Modern suburban
development began in the early 1970s, similar to the neighbouring suburbs of Wakeley,
Greenfield park and Bonnyrigg. Although a quiet suburb, it has a number of facilities, such
as the Prairiewood Leisure Centre, Fairfield Hospital and a Golf Course.

BOSSLEY PARK.

F—

AL Dorsley Uark fralt pledinge has cors
cluded, a A tn sptte of the dry wenther e
crop was fairly good, The loval achonl 8
in a declning condition, ue n number of
peaple hpve sabl out to others withonl
elildren ¢ schoul age  When the droueht
bBroke over a month ago gver 3 inchex of
rain were ecorded at Bossley Park,. At
prewent ve wintion ls scarce and thy el
lon bid w oy for odltivation parpases

Bull's 10| Wt Alhitshiury propettive in
thim distric: have changed owneeshin M

Dvin, the w owner of the lutter 1
very lve noan He law already pnssist
the counell Attt material for the upkeop
of the road The trwly mottled Pralriv.
woinl 'anrk ptiraeting n nunber of =&l
tiers, ant t) - pesulation almost dally in
vrens i N oov e homex and orchards
are It the i an of astublinhment. Bosn-
ey I'are W poauires a hall o gome
plaee of jpems Iv for meatings, sto
Yalunta - T wientedd At 'y
hiri! CLETNN | ' Vv le 1eoalay ta oas
Mgt im Clenr | | fur Private Alick
Mok=on, who lnst an a'™m at the front

Alferoian (1 tin=an AN organising

workers

The Call of the Open

cH aly in u mest T A free life in the fresh air and sunshine,
w;‘w::r a::’r:n!-v l:: owner of your swn home, or a Iifetime spent in the
monstuneus routine of the sffice. There (s no befiar means of providing

for 2 future of independence and exse than the posseszion of 3 anug littie tarm.
Our Eany Terms will anable you to own one, ard It the prospact Intsrests you
aend far a plan of .

Prairiewood Park Estate, Fairfieid |

Thie Eeiary ranusms of bwne L9 aers of topy Sosfenis greing amd pwiliry faemceg dend, eideh
\ s oalamd Sheens ol teor tn Afbeen weren My puechasing edipioieg Joo, S

wi powe Thess

“Bossley Park, The Cumberland Argus and
Fruitgrowers Advocate, 29 March 1919, p. 5.
Transcription: “The newly settled Prairiewood
Park is attracting a number of settlers, and the
population almost daily increasing. Many nice
homes and orchards are in the prime of
establishment”

31 See Municipality of Fairfield Council Minutes, Wednesday 6" June, 1979. Refer to

Greenfield Park.
32 George, p. 118.
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WANT MORE INFORMATION?
Books:
Gapps, Stephen. Cabrogal to Fairfield City (Fairfield: Fairfield City Council, 2010).

George, Vance. Fairfield: A History of the District (Sydney: The Council of the City of Fairfield,
1991).

Pollon, Frances. The Book of Sydney Suburbs (North Ryde: Angus & Robertson, 1991).

Whitworth, Robert P., Bailliere’s New South Wales Gazeteer and Road Guide (Sydney: F.F
Bailliere, 1866).

Newspaper clippings can be accessed via:

Trove, hosted by National Library of Australia. http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/home

For local newspaper sources, visit the Whitlam Library local studies department’s microfilm

collection.

Visit the Local Studies department at Whitlam Library:
Railway Parade, Cabramatta, NSW, 20166.

“The Call of the Open”, Sydney Mornin
Phone: (02) 9725 0365 P yaney g

Herald, 18 October 1911, p. 5.
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